Religion, Both True and False: 
A Logical & Biblical Framework for Examining True and False Religion 


Preface: 

In this overview on religion, | am not going to curse the darkness of our day and age, but instead 
use the short time | have to turn on the light. The topic of religion can be controversial because 
the very idea assumes God’s existence; that God has objectively revealed his will to man by some 
means such as Holy Scriptures; and that it is the duty of man to obey God’s words. Historically, 
in western civilization a very large framework was developed which enables one to think well 
about God’s existence, his revelation, and his religion. 


By means of tradition this framework was passed down and improved upon from one generation 
to the next over thousands of years through education provided by families, schools, colleges, 
and churches. However, we are living in a time where this education tradition is no longer 
mainstream, and diligence is required on our part to ensure we and our posterity receive it. 


The framework to examine religion consist of two frames of reference. The first, or that which all 
men have revealed to them, is general revelation which is nature or the created order. The 
second, or that which only some men have revealed to them, is special revelation which is The 
Word of God or the Holy Bible. General revelation is documented in the arts and the sciences 
based in logic. Special revelation which, documented in English, has proven to be the King James 
Bible. 


Metaphorically, these two frames of reference work like two blades of scissors cutting through 
information to get to the truth. Also, they work like two legs walking forward towards the true 
house of worship. They both testify of God’s existence. In addition, the Bible explains God’s 
religion. Like two witness in a court case used to prove a matter — they must not contradict where 
their testimonies overlap. 


This overview is designed for two groups. Children of God who have been given the grace and 
zeal to search out the matter of God’s existence and His true religion. As well as those whom by 
God’s grace and their obedience have come to know of God’s existence and to participate in his 
true religion as members of the church. Both groups are students. The first in the general sense 
and the second in the special sense of being a disciple. As students, it is my hope that each may 
develop greater clarity of the term religion and how to use general revelation with special 
revelation in their studies to examine both true and false religion. 


The youngest member of our church is Leyla Zwolinski. In six months, she will be sixteen. Next 
year Leyla will graduate from high school. Leyla moved to Florida when she was 9 and now, she 
has less than two years to finish preparing to leave for a semi-independent life at a classical 
Christian college. It is my hope that this framework may serve to strengthen her faith; organize 
edifying resources for her studies; and equip her for the many future conversations on the topic 
of religion. 


Due to the complexity of the topic, | must explain how | have laid out this overview. Following 
this preface, the second section will cover the importance of religion and the reason it must be 
explicitly defined. As well as how language was historically demonstrated as trustworthy in 
conveying truth. Because until one believes that truth is conveyed by language and ceases to 
abuse it, the Word of God and what it has to say about religion will not help. In the third section 
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we will define the term religion and look at its key notions. The fourth section lays out the classical 
understanding of how general revelation (the arts and sciences based on logic) was documented 
and taught. This section also covers the irrefutable proofs for the existence of God reasoning 
from nature, and how logically this leads to looking for special revelation such as the Bible to 
explain religion. The fifth section covers the use of the term religion in the Bible. The sixth section 
provides a simplified logical framework for evaluating true and false religion. Finally, the seventh 
section refutes common fallacies and falsehoods regarding religion. 


Again, | say — this topic is complex! | will cover vast quantities of information in a short period of 
time. Do not try to take it in all at once or it will be like drinking water out of a firehose. Rather, 
view it as a tour of books on a bookshelf. Simply be observant for the book or topic that may be 
of current relevance. It may also be best viewed as a map for your future navigation on the topic 
of religion. 


1. Introduction: Why Religion is Important and Its Relationship with Language 
A. Religion is central to human life and culture and therefore must be well understood 
i. Serious conversations about religion are a societal taboo 
ii. There is a need to be explicit for the younger generation 
iii. For those aiming at the “good life” or a “life well lived” — true religion answers the 
question: “how shall we then live?” 
e Recommendation: sermon - The Good Life by Pastor Ben Mott 
iv. True religion also has answers inherent in it for life’s big questions 
Who am !? (Identity) 
Where am | from? 
Where am | going? 
What is the purpose of life? 
What is my potential? 
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B. The right use of language is a pre-requisite to understanding religion, but our post- 
modern culture abuses language 

i. Post-modernism 
1. Read short article on postmodernism on www.britanica.com 
2. For more info read the following books by Gene Edward Veith: 

e Post Modern Times: A Christian Guide to Contemporary Thought and Culture 
e Post Christian: A Guide to Contemporary Thought and Culture (newest) 

ii. Postmodernism is essentially the removal of the Logos and logic from society at 
large, along with the entire education tradition of the arts and sciences based in 
logic. This means that even the art of language and its right use has been removed. 

iii. Romans 1:28-32 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God 
gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient 

iv. The generations are divided over the last 100 years, like never before. 

1. Mid-Industrial age / Modern / Silent Generation = logic 

2. End of Industrial age / Modern / Baby-boomers = logic going 

3. Information age / Post-modern / Gen Xers = logic almost gone 

4. Communication age / Post-Christian / Millennials = logic gone; grammar going 
v. Logic and language has been degraded over the last 100 years in society at large 
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C. Trivial matters of language education are no longer compulsory in society at large 
i. Trivial means common place. Its etymology is found in the “trivium” 

e The trivium consisted of subjects that any educated person was expected to have 
mastered. If something was trivial, there was no need to explain it to an educated 
person. — Not Trivial by Laurie Endicott Thomas pg. 6 

ii. The Art of Language is divided into three master arts called the “Trivium” 

e The term Trivium (Latin: “three roads that meet”) is an expression of this fact 

i. 15¢ Language Art is Grammar 
a. General Grammar: Material Logic 

¥ Provides a vocabulary explaining the correspondence of concepts to 
reality 
b. Special Grammar: English, Spanish, Latin, Greek, Chinese, etc. 
¥ Provides a vocabulary to explain how a particular language works to 
convey meaning in a trustworthy way. Includes parts of speech, syntax, 
phonics, orthography, and penmanship, etc. 
c. Special grammar is integrated to general grammar 
v¥ See appendix A: The Correspondence of Special Grammar to General 
Grammar 
d. Grammar is no longer being taught like it once was 
v Suggested reading: The War Against Grammar by David Mulroy Ph.D. 
e. Nehemiah 8:8 So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave 
the sense, and caused them to understand the reading. 

ii. 2°4 Language Art is Formal Logic 

a. Also known as Minor Logic, the science and art of correct thinking 
¥ Provides a vocabulary to explain how language works with our intellect 
in order to think correctly: 
1. Understanding: terms must be clearly defined (term) 
2. Judgment: premises must be true (proposition) 
3. Reasoning: logic must be valid (argument) 
b. Acts 17:2 And Paul, as his manner was, went unto them, and three sabbath 
days reasoned with them out of the scriptures 

iii. 3° Language Art is Rhetoric 

a. Also known as the Art of Oratory 
Y Provides a vocabulary to explain how to use grammar and logic 
persuasively. 
1. Three classical divisions: Ethos, Logos, and Pathos 
2. Would also be taught in writing composition, especially the 
persuasive essay 
b. Acts 19:8 And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly for the space 
of three months, disputing and persuading the things concerning the 
kingdom of God. 


Page 3 of 5 


D. These master language arts (Trivium) are also called the first three Liberal Arts. 
i. “Liberal” (befitting the free) because they were for equipping those tasked with the 
burden of “freedom” or rule in life. 
a. For the Christian, language arts assist in abiding in “the perfect law of 
liberty” 
b. James 1:25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and 
continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, 
this man shall be blessed in his deed. 


E. The four classical language arts of listening, speaking, reading, and writing are extensions 
and applications of the first three liberal arts found in the Trivium. 


F. Nota single master language art is void of logic. 
i. Remember that we live in a generally post-modern culture. This means that logic is 
removed from language at large. 
ii. Logic needs to be used in language for it to be trustworthy to convey truth and 
therefore true religion. 


G. Language must be demonstrated as trustworthy in conveying truth 
i. Teaching and learning the Trivium is the time-tested and proven method to 


demonstrate that language is a trustworthy means of conveying truth 
ii. Learning the Art of Language also known as the Trivium or the first three Liberal Arts 
also provide one with a means of intellectual self-defense 
iii. Recommended resources 
a. Not Trivial by Laurie Endicott Thomas 
Classical Education by Andrew Kern and Gene Veith 
The Liberal Arts Tradition by Ravi Jan and Kevin Clark 
Teaching the Trivium by Harvey Bluedorn 
The Arts of Learning and Communication: A Handbook of the Liberal Arts by 
Benedict Ashley 
f. The Trivium by Sister Marium Joseph 


OOO, 


H. A true definition and logical framework of religion must be provided to the young 
i. Trivial matters of language are a prerequisite to studying religion 
ii. Definition for religion from the dictionary and its use in the Bible 
iii. A logical and Biblical framework will enable one to reason from first principles in 
nature to the first principles of the oracles of God (HEB 5:12) 


|. An appropriate sentiment must also be shown forth by the older generation 
i. The Hymn: No. 415 — Religion is the Chief Concern 
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ll. Religion Defined 
A. Religion Defined by Webster’s Dictionary 1828 


RELIGION, noun relij'on. [Latin religio, from religo, to bind anew; re and ligo, to bind. This word 
seems originally to have signified an oath or vow to the gods, or the obligation of such an oath 
or vow, which was held very sacred by the Romans. ] 


1. religion in its most comprehensive sense, includes a belief in the being and perfections of God, 
in the revelation of his will to man, in man's obligation to obey his commands, in a state of reward 
and punishment, and in man's accountableness to God; and also true godliness or piety of life, 
with the practice of all moral duties. It therefore comprehends theology, as a system of doctrines 
or principles, as well as practical piety; for the practice of moral duties without a belief in a divine 
lawgiver, and without reference to his will or commands, is not religion 


2. religion as distinct from theology, is godliness or real piety in practice, consisting in the 
performance of all known duties to God and our fellow men, in obedience to divine command, 
or from love to God and his law. James 1:26. 


3. religion as distinct from virtue, or morality, consists in the performance of the duties we owe 
directly to God, from a principle of obedience to his will. Hence we often speak of religion and 
virtue, as different branches of one system, or the duties of the first and second tables of the law. 


Let us with caution indulge the supposition, that morality can be maintained without religion 


4. Any system of faith and worship. In this sense, religion comprehends the belief and worship of 
pagans and Mohammedans, as well as of christians; any religion consisting in the belief of a 
superior power or powers governing the world, and in the worship of such power or powers. 
Thus we speak of the religion of the Turks, of the Hindoos, of the Indians, etc. as well as of the 
christian religion. We speak of false religion as well as of true religion 


5. The rites of religion; in the plural. 


B. Key notions in the idea of religion 
i. Supreme Perfect Deity: all powerful creator and ultimate lawgiver 
ii. Special Revelation: revelation of his will and commands 
iii. Doctrine: logical system of beliefs 
iv. Worship: man’s duty to obey those commands 
v. Piety: reverence 
vi. Consequences: in a state of reward or punishment 


End of Part 1 of 3 
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The Correspondence of General Grammar (Material Logic) with Special Grammar (The 8 Parts of Speech) 














General Grammar Special Grammar Inquiry into Reality 
10 Categories of Material Logic 8 Parts of Speech Question 

Substance Substantive?!? Noun & Pronouns What (particular thing(s)? 
Quantity Adjectives How much? 
Quality Adjectives What sort? 
Relation Prepositions & Conjunctions In comparison or reference to? 
Action Verbs What doing? 
Passion Verbs Where? 
Place Adverbs When? 
Posture In what position or attitude? 
Possessing With what externals or vesture? 


“Stands under is the word understands backwards. The word substance from sub stans (“understanding”) has come into English in a Latinized 
way. Its meaning, however, is “standing under.” The substance of an object is the essential reality which stands under, or supports, other realities 
which are the unessential qualities called accidents. When we say we understand, we mean that intellectually we have grasped the meaning of 


an object; we have come to know the most important part of the object, that is, the essential part, the part that stands under or supports the 
unessential part, the part that stands under or supports the unessential qualities or accidents of the object. Although the thing we understand 
is primarily the substance, we extend the use of the term understand to accidents also. To grasp the meaning of anything, whether substance 
or accident, means to understand that thing.” 

-The Two Sciences of Psychology by Arthur D. Fearon Ph.D. page 74 - published 1937 


For more intormation: 
e —_ Basics of Moderate Realism (a small report) by Elder Conrad O Jarrell 
e —- The Trivium by Sister Mariam Joseph 
e = - The Arts of Learning and Communication: A Handbook on the Liberal Arts by Benedict M. Ashley 
e What Is Basic About English? (an essay) By Mortimer J. Adler (a chapter in his book Reforming Education) 





SUMMARY OF GRAMMATICAL AND LOGICAL RELATIONS 


(From the book “The Arts of Learning and Communication by Benedict Ashley”) 


A. How logical relations are expressed by grammatical relations: 


1. Substance is expressed by a noun. Its differences are often expressed by adjectives. 
2. Accidents when thought of as if they were substances are expressed in the same way as substance. 
3. Accidents when predicated as properties or contingents (modifiers) are expressed as follows: 
a. Quantity is expressed by a noun, adjective, or by a plural form. Frequently it is indicated by a relation of greater or smaller. 
b. Quality is expressed by an adjective. Occasionally it is indicated by a relation. 
c. Relation is expressed by a preposition. Sometimes it is indicated by a noun connoting a relation. 
d. Action, passion, position, vestition are expressed by verbs or verbals. 
e. Place and position are expressed as if they were relations, by prepositions. They are also expressed by adverbs. 
f. Timing is expressed by the tense of the verb. It is also indicated by, adverbs and, as if they were relations, by prepositions. 
4. The relation of predication is expressed by the copula, and implicitly by all words used as modifiers. 
5. The relations of argument are expressed by a (pure) conjunction. 


B. How grammatical relations indicate logical relations: 
1 


. Nouns primarily indicate substances; secondarily they indicate parts of substances and accidents considered as substances. 

Infinitives are nouns which name an action or reception, but sometimes have adjectival or adverbial uses. 
2. Pronouns substitute for nouns, and sometimes indicate gender, number, and case for purpose of identifying the noun to which they refer. 
3. Adjectives primarily express quality but may express other accidents considered as modifications of substance. The article is a 

particular kind of adjective used before nouns to limit their extension. The participle is an adjective which expresses action or 

reception. It is determined by objects just like a verb, and may also be used in place of infinitive as a noun (gerund). 
4. Verbs: The copulative verb expresses the act of judgment. Other verbs express action or reception along with timing (tense) and 

show agreement in number and gender with their subject. Secondarily they may express the manner and other circumstances of 

the action through mood and by auxiliaries. 
5. Adverbs primarily express a mode or manner of an action. Secondarily they express timing or location, or the modes of other accidents. 
6. Prepositions primarily express relation. Secondarily they express location, position, timing, and other categories considered as relations. 
7. Conjunctions, when pure, express relations between premises of an argument. Adverbial conjunctives also have the functions of adverbs. 
8. Interjections express a sudden or strong emotion. Sometimes they imply an imperative statement. 


Prepared by: Jeremy Harper Appendix A 


